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SUBJECT: TROUBLE IN BANGLADESH: THE JSD AND THE "SEPOY MUTINY" 

1. INSOPAR AS WE CAN DETERMINE, EFPORTS TO BRING THE 
JAWANS OF THE BANGLADESH ARMY AT THE DACCA CANTONMENT 
BACK UNDER THE CONTROL OP THEIR OPPICERS ARE STILL IN 
PROCESS. WE UNDERSTAND THAT WHILE PERHAPS UP TO 80 
PERCENT OF THE ENLISTED MEN HAD DEPOSITED THEIR ARMS 
AS OP LAST EVENING (NOVEMBER 9), NOT ALL OP 
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THESE HAD ACCEPTED A RETURN TO NORMAL DISCIPLINE. 
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2. TWO REASONS APPEAR TO UNDERLINE THE SITUATION. 

EIRST, THE OFEICERS HAVE BEEN THOROUGHLY UNNERVED. 

KILLINGS OE OEFICERS AND/OR THEIR DEPENDENTS HAVE REACHED 
AT LEAST 19 (THE REASONS APPEAR TO LIE IN LARGE PART IN 
PERSONAL GRIEVANCES) AND WITH BANDS OF JAWANS ROAMING 
AROUND THE CANTONMENT, OEFICERS WERE NOT READY TO RUN 
THE RISK WHICH A CONFRONTATION WOULD INVOLVE. SECOND 
APPEARS TO BE THE EMERGENCE OF THE JATIYO SAMATANTRIT 
DAL (NATIONAL SOCIALIST PARTY) AS A EORCE AMONG THE 
JAWANS. U NUMBER OE PAMPHLETS ARE CIRCULATING IN THE 
CANTONMENT WHICH ARE POPULARLY BELIVED TO HAVE BEEN 
PUBLISHED BY THE JSD. WE HAVE YET TO OBTBUN ANY OF 
THESE PAMPHLETS (BANGLADESH ARMY OFEICERS ARE NOT THE 
ONLY PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT TO ENTER THE CAN- 
TONMENT) BUT WE ARE TOLD THEY CAPITALIZE ON THE 
GRIEVANCES OF JAWANS, E.G.,/ THE FAILURE OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT TO PROVIDE RATIONS TO DEPENDENTS LIVING IN 

THE VILLAGE. 

3. THE LINK BETWEEN THE JAWANS AND THE JSD IS REPORTED 
TO BE A LIEUTENANT COLONEL TAHER, PRESENTLY HEADING THE 
GOVERNMENT'S DREDGER ORGANIZATION AND A EORMER EREEDOM 
EIGHTER. WE DO NOT RPT NOT KNOW WHICH FACTION OF THE 

JUD TAHER MIGHT REPRESENT, AND THUS CANNOT COMMENT 
ON THE KIND OF IDEOLOGICAL INSPIRATION HE MIGHT PROJECT. 

AS WE HAVE REPORTED IN THE PAST, THE JSD COMBINES 
SEVERAL STRAINS OF THOUGHT, MUCH OF IT CONTRADICTORY, AND 
THE COMMON THREAD SEEMS TO LIE PRIMARILY IN THE ATTACHMENT 
TO RADICAL TENETS. BUT THESE RANGE EROM THE MAOIST LEFT 
TO THE THEOCRATIC RIGHT. IT IS,(.9* :974 3, INEVITABLE 
THAT THE FIRST QUEWLION WHICH BANGALEES WILL ASK IS 
WHETHER OR NOT TAHER IS AN INDIAN AGENT OR PROVACTEUR. 

WE PRESENTLY KNOW TOO LITTLE TO COMMENT ON THIS. 

4. GENERAL ZIA STILL APPEAS TO HOLD THE RESPECT AND 
SUPPORT OF THE ARMY BUT NECESSARILY NEEDS THE ACTIVE 
PARTICIPATION OP HIS OEFICERS IN BRINGING DISCIPLINE 

TO BEAR; WE CANNOT YET JUDGE WHETHER THEY HAVE RE- 
GAINED ENOUGHT CONPIDENCE TO RETURN TO DUTY IN ORDER 
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TO AID IN THIS TASK. WE ARE TOLD THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
IS ALSO CONSIDERING SPONSORING AN APPEAL PROM A WIDE 
SPECTRUM OF WELL-KNOWN BANGALEES CALLING ON THE JAWANS 
TO RETURN TO THEIR NORMAL DUTIES SO THAT THE UNITY OF 
BANGLADESHCAN BE RESTORED AND ANY POSSIBLE THREAT TO 
ITS SOVEREIGNTY REDUCED. AMONG THOUE REPORTEDLY BEING 
CONSIDERED FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE APPEAL ARE JSD 
LEADERS RAB AND JALIL, RELEASED PROM PRISON YESTSRDAY 
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(DACCA 5426). WERE THEY TO JOIN IN SUCH A CALL, IT 
COULD EASE THE SITUATION. 

BOSTER 
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